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he Chicago Tribune of Sept. 7, 1879, Says: The Chicago Ti f Sept, 7, 1879, S
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A PROMINENT ACTOR ONCE SAID TIlAT TUE AUDIENCES OF CHICAGO WERE THE CHILLIEST HE [AD EVER PLAYRD BEFORE, INDEED, IT WAS LIKE PULLING TERETH
WO UET A LAUGH OUT OF TUEM. THEY APPEARED TO CONB INTO THR TIHEATRE AS IF TIEY WERE SUFFERING FROM A LOAD OF MORTGAGES, AND IF AN ACTOR DID BUCCERD .
I8 ROUSING THEM INTO A LAVGH, IT WAS ONLY TO SEE THE LAUGH DWINDLE INI'O A SMILE, AND THE MOMENT THEY BECAME AWARE OF TUEIR LEVITY, STERNNEAS “ l OSH l ' !! ‘ N 7 H I F I '( :OMB 2 ¥
MORE RIGID THAN EVER COVERED THEIR FACES AT THE IDEA OF KUCH A DEPARTURE FROM THEIR NORMAL SOBRIETY. DENMAN THOMPSON CANNOT SAY TIIS, FOR ° *I
THE OTLUER NIGHT THE WRITER TOOK A SEAT IN A BOX, JUST TO WATCIL THE AUDIENUE, AND A HAPPIER AND MORE [NTHNSELY INTERESTED LOT OF PEOPLE EVEN : ‘
THE OREAT ENGLISH COMEDIANSE, TOOLE. OR HONSEY, OF DROUGH, COULD SCARCELY WISl T0 PLAY REFORE. THE HOUSE WAS PACKED BEFORE THE CURTAIN WAS RUNG UP. |
YHE ORCHESTRA AND ORCIESTRA CIRCLE LOOKED LIKE A FLOWER GARDEN WITil THE VARIEGATED HEAD.GEAR OF THE LADIBS. THE SECOND CIRCLE WAS CROWDED, o \.
|
PEOPLE EVEX SITTING ON THE STEPS OF THE AISLES. AND THE FANILY CIRCLE. FRUM THE FRONT TIER G THE ROOP, CONTAINED AS MERRY A LOT OF YOUNG FELLOWA AR WE ;‘1 I"
T—— MWVICKER'S THEATRE HAS, DURING THR WEEK, BEEN THR CENTRAL POINT OF ATTRACTION IN THE AMUSKNENT AYATEM OF THE CITY. MR THOMPSON HAS REFEATED m98 115
WOULD WISH TO SEE, AXD ALTHOUGH MANY THREW FORMALITY TO THE PEOPLE BEELOW THEM AND SAT LIVESTED OF THEIR COATS, THEY WERE AR GOOD CRITICA A8 THEIR st i . N ¥
—_—— PERFORMAXOR IN “JORHUA WIHITCOMB'" WIOUT AFTHR NIGHT TO AUDIENCES A8 LARGE AS THE THEATRE WOULD ACCOMMODATE.  TIG RECEIPTS AT THE ELE PERFORMS | -
MORE ARISTOCRATIC FELLOWS UNDERNEATII, AXD APPLAUDED LUSTILY AT THE FROPER TIME AND IN THME FROPER PLACE THE AUDITORIUM MUAT HAVE CONTAINED HeH 1 iy
R & s St ANCES UF TO LAST EVENING ARE THE LAROEST THE THEATEE HAS HAD AT ANY CORRESI'0SDING TINE FOR THE LAST EIGHTEEY MONTIE 343
OYER 2,000 PEOPLE, AND, LOOKING AT THE OENERALLY SERIOUS FACES AND EMINENTLY PROPER DEMEANOR OF THE ASSEMULY, REFORE THE OFENING. ONR WOULD e | SR
———— THERE I8 NOTHING TO DE SURFRISED AT IN IS SUCCESS, FOR, ATTEIL THE ARTIVD TALITY THAT HAS 80 LONG PREVAILED IN THINGS D * o : Y
WEVER IIAVE SUZPECTED THAT THEY (OULD HAVE BEEN GUILTY OF TUE ANTIOS THEY INDULGED IN AFTER JOSHUA WHITCOMB HAD FAIRLY ROUSED TAEM INTO QOOD At L G PREYA THINGE DRAMATIC, THE-HOMELY OLD JOSHEA il
TS BURST UPON UB LIKE A GUET OF COUNTRY AIR INTO A SICK ROOM, DRINGING TITE FCENT OF CLOVER FIELDS, AND CARRYING A REMINISOEN(E = - Wl
HUMOR  COMICAL AS THE PERSONATION OF DENMANY THOMPSON IS, THE FREAKS oF THRE AUDIENCE ARE INFINITELY MORE AMUSINGO, AND IT (5 INTERESTING TO RE VY REMINISCENUE OF PASTORAL DAYS [N EVERE »'
e | WRINELE OF I8 ANEWARD CLOTHING,  SUPPLEMENTAL TO TUIS EXCELUENCE 18 A S1KE\WDXESS AND TACT IN THE BUSINESE MAN " I : : ol ;
WATOI THE THAWING FROCESS  THE FIRST SCENE BETWEEN YRR YOUNO MEN AND WOMEN I8 QUITE ENOUGH TO ALLOW TUE AUDIENCE TO GET THEIR BYRS FAIRLY | = ! EE MANAGEMENT THAT WOULD FORCE AT LEAST & it
_— | MODERATE SUCCESS FOR EVEN AN INFERIOR WORK.  ONE OF THE BEST FIOOFS OF T1E COMBINED STRENGTH OF THE PERFORMANCE AND THE MANAS R N e
UPOR THE RTAGE, WHEN JOSHUA WHITCOME WANDERS 1IN, SPECTACLER ON NOSE AND W18 HAXDS BEHIND HIM, GAZING ABSTRACTEDLY UrON THE BUILDINGR, HE N ERFORMANCE AND TIHE MANAGEMENT 18 FOUND IN THR ;
——— | CIRCUMETANCE THAT IN NO PLACE HAS THE HERO OF SWANZEY WORN HI® WELOOME OUT HIN SEOOND VISITA HAY LWAYS T LB PROED TAN = E )
BRINGS WIS M TIE PRESH. WHOLEAOME, KWELT SNELLING ATMOAPNERS. OF THE FANNERS LIFE THAT BRINOS T0 THE RRCOLLECTION GREEN FIELDS, CLOVER, RIFENING | B . JATR ALWAYS BEEN MORR PROFITARLE TIAN HIS PIRST, AND ity |
== | NE IAB B0 GROWN IN DEMAND THAT IT WILL DE FOUND IMPOSSIHLE TO AUCEPT ALL THE ENGAGEMENTS OFFEILED FO A 2 A T i -
GRAIN, RUNNING STREAMA, THAT MAKE HIS AUDIENCE FOR THE MOMENT FORGET CITY EXISTENCE. AND WHEN HE OPENS HIS MOUTH THEY ARE WILLING TO ACORPT WIIAT HE | Al B DIFOR THE PRESENT SEASON, IS HEVERAL LAKGR olT18e,
e NOTABLY BOSTON, TUE LOCAL MANAORRA HAYE WRITTEN OPFERING DOUDLE THR TIME ASKED, THE CHAEAGTER 15 VET IN UP TURN OF Fopt . =
BAYS, AND LAUGIE WITH HIM, BUT IT IS NOT UNTIL, TR SECOND ACT THAT THE FUN BECOMEA FAST AND FURIOUS. WHEN HE ENTERS THE FINELY FITTED ROOM AND SEES THR | ER IS YET IN THR UF TURN OF POPULARITY, AND BEVIDENTLY HAN
. | BOME YEARS YET TO RUN BEPORE COMMENCING ITR DECLINE.
GENTLEMEN IN EVENING COSTUME AND THE LADIES IN TUE DRESGES OF THE PERIGD. THE CUNTRAST BETWEREN TUE MOMELY OAREB OF WILITUOMB AND TYHE FANHIONABLE OUT
——e— : THERE 1TAS DEEN A (ENERAL DISPOSITION TO COMPARH JONHUA WHITCOMB W11 {11° v AN WINKLE AND SOLON SHINGLE tTH IS t' 8 RONE/ T
FIT OF THE OTHENRS IS BO GREAT THAT LAUVGHTER |8 INEVITABLE, AND THIS LAUGHTHR IS INTENSIPIED WHEN HE INDULOER IN UIR HOMELY CRITIOIAM, 50 QUAINTLY 1 SR B SOLON SHINGLE WORTHIES WROM HY SOMKR ERARONENUA FROCESS
N S OR ANALOGY DNE SERMS TO FOREVER SUGUEST.  COMMONLY 1B 11AS BEEN CLASSED WITH THEM A8 AN AMERICAN PRODECIION 3 HE CLASSIPICATION [5 UNFAlIL w
EXPRESSED, OF THE SURROUNDINGS, IT WOULD BE AN INI'OSSIBLE TASK TO DESCRIUE THE EMOTIONA OF THE AUDIENCE THEOUGH TIA ACT. THE UPROARIDUS WAY IN o St CHOY.  THAT THE CLASSTRICATION [5/ UNFAlt WiLL
o APPEAR WIHEN IT 18 CONSIDERED TIIAT, EXCEPT FOR THEIR HAVING BEEN CREATED AND MADE FAMOUS BY AMERICAN ENS, NEITHR Py INK I
WHICH THUY RECEIVE YHE COMICAL, AND TR QUIET WHIUH FREVAILS DURINO THE PATHETIO TOUCTIES OF THR INTERVIEW BETWEEN NELLIE PRIMRORE AND JOBHUA, THE i ___‘ ¥ AMERICAN PLATER KITHER RIF VAN WINKLE NOB SOLON SHIN.
e . GLE ARE IN ANY MANNKR REUVRERENTATIVES OF AMERICAN OR AXY OTVHER CHARACTAR, WHILE WHITCOM MUOS SSUAKDLY IS B L o T LAY
QUAINT WAY IN WHICH HE TALKS ABOUT 111§ NEIGHRORS AND IS RELATIVES, THE TOUCHING REVITAL OF THE STORY OF HIS BROTHERS AND TUE WAR, AND THE SIMPLICITY £ » N AR IMB MUST A EDLY A VERY CLEAN TAVEE OF A CLASY TIHAR
T COMES NEARER TO BEING WILAT TOM WIIFFIN USED TOCALL * HOMO ORIGINALES-TIE AMERICAN MAXY THAN ANY IR CLAS T3OEVE ’ PRI AT
WITH WIHICH HE TELLS THE BOSTON BELLE OF THE $MARTNESS OF N4 BON. CASIHIER OF THE CHESHIRE BANK. AND BY WAY OF ILLUSTRATION GIVES IT AB HIS OPINION TIAT 2 L " AN XA THAN ANY OTHER CLASA Wila ERIN THIS RESUECT MR TUOMP,
o= BON 18 A I'IONELR; FOR, IN THE ROMBEWHAT LOXG LIST OF “ YANKER "' CHARACTERIZATION NLY . [ PRON ; 14N 'HE GTHER N0 A v
17 HE “GAVE [IM A SLATE, RE'D THLL ¥OU WILAT € 0N WOULD FEVOM A YEAR 11E AND THEN THE DANCE, WHERK HR 8HOCKS THE PROPRIETIES OF THE ARSEMBLAGE ' TeATIONT, DXLY MR THOXVEOXS 3 TRUM.  SUOH (O THE OVIERS ANABE ¥OT 118ELS (VDN
== == - * YANEER LOCKE" AND THAT 1LK), MERELY APFROACH THE TRUTIH WITH MORE OR LESS NLANKESS
BY PULLING OFF HIS NOOTS; THE WREATLING SUENE WITH TUE DHUNKEX FATHER: TIE DEATH, THE PRAVER, THE EJEOTMENT THROUGH ITE WINDOW, AND TIHE KESUMPTION el e
-— , FACT, MIt. THOMPSOX'S WOPK 18 THE PRODUCT OF A HIGHER AND FINEIL AT TIIAN ANY CTE T 13 ¢ WHOSE REAUT
OF THE PRAYER, WE BAY IT I8 IMPOSSIBLE TO FOLLOW THE ANTICA OF THE AUDIESUR THROUGH THIS ACT, THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN ARE ALTERNATELY MOVED IN T ¥A PR _THAT ANY.OF THE CHARACTERS INDICATAD. IT 13 THR ART IX WAOSE RESULTA NO
P i TRACE OF ARTIFICE AVPEARR  THE PERFORMANCE DOES NOT IMPRESS YOU LIKY G, BUET AS THE TRL THE STRONGEST BUGLESTIL AR Op K
TEARS AND A% SUDDESLY CONVULSED WITH LAUGHTER  WE DISTINCTLY SAW, DURING 4 PATIETIC SCENE, ONE MAN WIFING (14 EYES, HANDING A LADY NEXT T0 I[IM TIHR : AU-LIER ACTING, BUT AS TUE TRUTIL | THE STRONUERY SUGUKSTION T OFFENS OF ANY ONE 15 0P
T ; R OOLE, WILO, IN "OFF TIE LINE" * MICHARL GARNER' AND “UNCLE DICK'S8 DARLING," HAS 1* JDUCED JURT SUCH GESIE NE T : W R
DANUKERCIIEP, ASD THE NEXT NOMENT HE WAS DUUDLED UF WITH LAUGHTER, AND DIsAUVEARED FROM OUR VISION, AN EMINDNTLY PROPERLOOKING YOUNG LADY AT TIR TaoLR WL , B RICK'S DARLING" §iA8'S ) JURT BUCHE UENILE PICTURES A% TII8; AND ME TOULEA FLACK I8
——— B . — AMONG TITR FIRAT ARTISTS OF RUROPE,  THERE 15 O REASON WIIY MR THOMPEON SHOULD 5 UGN TIE : T T Anpr
BND UF THE SECOND ACT CAUGHT A BTRANGE OENTLEMAN BY THE COAT T0 KEEP HER Va0d GUING THE SAME WAY A8 TIIE MAN WITH TUE HANDKE' HIEF, AND WE BE- By " $ OMPEON i""_“'_ NOT BE RECOGNIZED AS ENTITLED TO A SIMILAR POSITION HERR INDERD. TIKRR
—_——-—— .- - = X e IS LITTLE OR KO HAZARD IN THE PREDICTION TUHAT WITIHIN TEN YEARS FR i § R A PAOS 1L . K 5 OX 2 T3 o1 o < TIM i
CAME ALABNED AT THE CONTINVOUS EXPLOSIONS ON THE PART OF THE PORTLY AND GENIAL CLERK OF THE TREMONT HOUAE. ALL RESTRAINT APPEARED TO HAVE VANISIED S OM TH ‘__':*'_1 MR, THOMPAON WILL DE ADMITTED AS ONE OF YHE FIRST ACTORS OF 115 YIUE. YOR
= e ’ i - THE MIMETIC POWERS 50 VIVIDLY BROUGHT GUT IN JOSHUA WHITCONB ARE CKED By n 1 T - - ‘ KN e =T v ey
REFORE THE PIECE WAE NALK OVER, AND THE CONTINUGUS JOSTLING ONN AGAINAT AN (LR, THE CLUTCHING AT TIHE BEATA BEFORKE THEM, OFTEN SEIZING DY MISTAKE THR FIa ro ! t J it BA NBY KY A VERRATILITY. & YORCR AND INTRLLIGERUR, AND A FINENESS O0F JUDGNENT T0AT 1N
e . - e = . THE PREJOSIIUAIC TIMES MADE HIM ONE OF THR MOST VALUABLE AND VALU : N THE COU
BONSETS OR THE HAIR OF THE LADIES WHOSK HEADS HAPPENED 70 BE JRRKED BACK IN AN UNCOXTROLLANLE PIT OF GOOD NATURE, NADE TOTAL BTRANGERS PHRFECTLY 3 LUED ACTUHSs 1N THE COUNTRY,
ACQUAINTED BEFORE TIIE PLAY WAS OVER {
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